
UN 2023 WATER CONFERENCE SIDE EVENT PROGRAM

Organizers:
United Youth Initiative for Africa andWorld Merit South Africa

Collaborating Organizations:
The Sendai Stakeholder Engagement Mechanism, South African Youth Parliament
for Water, United International Federation of Youth (UN1FY), Umgeni Water, World
Water Quality Alliance, African Youth Parliament for Water and CE ENVIROSOL (PTY)
LTD.

Side Event Title:
Turning Research into Action: Children and Youth’s role in policy formulation for
Water Resource Management and Disaster Risk Reduction.

Date:
24th March 2023

Time:
8:00 - 9:15 am (EST/New York Time)

Venue:
Conference Room A (ID: HQ148)

Background:
The last time the United Nations (UN) held a water conference was back in 1977.
Although there have been other events over the years, a global agenda and policy
framework under the UN has been missing. Many countries have formulated policies
on water resource management but continue to struggle with implementation and
monitoring due to unmeasurable impact-driven research intended for practice. In
addition, anthropogenic practices have worsened and accelerated climate change
impacts which have brought many challenges related to water resource availability
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and extreme natural disasters such as drought, flooding and typhoons to name a
few. Noting the risk climate change is posing to the future generation especially
extremely vulnerable communities with limited resources to implement adaptive
and/or mitigative measures.

Disasters have significant impacts caused on water and impact our water resources,
leading to disruptions in the availability of clean drinking water and water supply for
day-to-day activities. It is imperative that after 46 years, this UN water conference
captures the role of inclusive and transformed research practices and children and
youth’s role in ensuring policies are formulated in a way that ensures they have the
opportunity to sustainably develop and build a resilient society for all. Hence, this
session will be an intergenerational and interactive dialogue which will focus on
research to practice, policy formulation, water resource management and disaster
risk reduction. Risk Reduction and prevention with an all-of-society approach is
paramount in achieving SDG 6 on clean water and sanitation. Lessons, shared
knowledge and commitments made in this session will contribute towards
transforming research and shaping policy formulation starting from the local level to
the global stage.

The side event will present innovative case studies that showcase how 1) youth and
local communities are key stakeholders for inclusive and transformed research to
ensure sustainable implemented practices, 2) policy can meaningfully engage
children and youth and 3) how they can influence policy formulation. After
presenting these case studies, there will be an intergenerational panel discussion
with questions closely following some of the key messages from the case studies.
The panel will consist of children and youth actors, researchers, policymakers and
practitioners.

UN-Water Conference Theme:
ID 3 - Water for Climate, Resilience and Environment: Source to Sea, Biodiversity,
Climate, Resilience and DRR (SDGs 6.5, 6.6, 7, 11.5, 13, 14, 15)

Speakers:
I. Mr Odwa Ntsika Mtembu,World Merit South Africa

II. Mr Abraham Bugre, United Youth Initiative for Africa

III. Mrs Mbali F. Sibiya, Umgeni Water, South Africa

IV. Sulagna Mishra,WMO & UN1FY

V. Mr Anish Shrestha, Executive Director YFEED & Sendai DRR Youth Group
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lIJlU_R4dgWLLSB-iJfozlYr82APXLe6/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PIOy1TWJvvytEa85xfn_O_SrOJCt9SnY/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VpeOKeWR4hqnLUuC-eKubVHVqfF9si4y/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QTVZb5bXoXCtwQiRLbKHN1ivJM547up4/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lx1roTqFbcjynhAcICdOkUp1k5g0FJ9y/view?usp=share_link


Special Guests:
I. Mr Abdul-Rashid Tahiru, Executive Director: United Youth Initiative for Africa

II. Mr Sbusiso B. Khuboni, Head of Engagements: World Merit South Africa and

South Africa Youth Parliament for Water member

Moderator:
Ms Karabo Thato Mokoena, South Africa Youth Parliament for Water

Program: 75 mins

TIME ITEM RESPONSIBLE PERSON

08:00-

08:05

Welcoming and Opening remarks Ms Karabo Thato Mokoena,

South Africa Youth Parliament for

Water

Case Studies

08:05-

08:15

Turning research into action:

Inclusive and transformed policy

action interface

Mr Odwa Ntsika Mtembu,

Founder: World Merit South Africa

08:15-

08:25

From Risk to Resilience: A case study

of Waste Gobbler Project in Ghana

Mr Abraham Bugre, SDG Advisor:

United Youth Initiative for Africa

Panel Discussion

08:25-

09:00

Research, Policy and Practice for the

future, with the future:

An intergenerational discussion.

Moderator:

Ms Karabo Thato Mokoena, South

Africa Youth Parliament for Water

Panelists:

VI. Mr Odwa Ntsika Mtembu,

World Merit South Africa

VII. Mr Abraham Bugre, United

Youth Initiative for Africa
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QnsF9lyZrh7-ipyee_r4OeGZB5TW4frX/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TT3ekPullLcpbSxJAdpK82Vtc5lFNG7h/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-dqBeiH3I2TaPJpc_B51sMLuS_gPapM7/view?usp=share_link


TIME ITEM RESPONSIBLE PERSON

VIII. Mrs Mbali F. Sibiya, Umgeni

Water, South Africa

IX. Sulagna Mishra, WMO &

UN1FY

X. Mr Anish Shrestha, Executive

Director YFEED & Sendai DRR

Youth Group

Program Summary

09:00-

09:10

Reflections, key messages, and

commitments/action

Mr Abdul-Rashid Tahiru, Director:

United Youth Initiative for Africa

&

Mr Sibusiso B. Khuboni,

Head of Engagements: World

Merit South Africa and South

Africa Youth Parliament for Water

member

09:10-

09:15

Closing remarks Ms Karabo Thato Mokoena, South

Africa Youth Parliament for Water
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